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SUBJECT: RESIGNATION OF HOUSING MINISTER DE LA OSSA 

REF: PANAMA 7327 

1 . THE EXPECTED RESIGNATION OF HOUSINGMINISTER JOSE 
ANTONIO DE LA OSSA WAS ANNOUNCED DECEMBER 31 BY LOCAL PRESS. 
DE LA OSSA WILL RETURN TO PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

2. NO SUCCESSOR HAS YET BEEN NAMED, ALTHOUGH AS PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED (REFTEL 7327) POSSIBLE CANDIDATES INCLUDE CURRENT 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS TOMAS GUERRA AND ARTURO MCGOWAN, 
A BUSINESSMAN FRIEND OF TORRIJOS. 
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